What Our Kids Are Saying
A sampling from high school students when asked the question:

“What would be something you would want your parents to know about their involvement in your athletic experience?”

ANSWER:  I really appreciate the fact that they have always been there for me.  When they could, they even helped me practice.

ANSWER:  Please don’t yell at the officials or other players during my game.  It is so embarrassing and everyone know you’re MY family.

ANSWER:  Support my choice to compete.  Don’t get so hung up on winning and losing.  It seems to matter more to you than it does to me.

ANSWER:  I’m just happy they were there.  When I looked off the field and saw them, it always made me happy.

ANSWER:  When we lose, I don’t need a lecture.  I’ve lost before and will again; I still know I’m a good kid.

ANSWER:  I wish my dad wouldn’t criticize me after games.  I know he thinks it helps me, but it hurts.  I don’t think he realizes I’m doing the best I can.

ANSWER:  Leave the coach alone.  I think it hurts me more that it helps.  I would rater we talked about things at home so that I can talk to the coach myself.

ANSWER:  I quit because my mom and dad made me hate being out there.  I felt like I was competing for them, not myself.

